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A Recipe For A Special Evening

Take one church filled with generous hearts

for the Lord, add a few props and animals,

mix in some gifts and talents... and what do

you get?... another successful®* Come To
Bet hl e h e mrhrolbgh atwentgomery
UMC.

Every year, we try to improve the
“experience” and this year we added a
searchlight, reversed the traffic flow, and
tweaked some scenes. The searchlight was

' - S ' a huge hit (great idea, Mike Reitz)... people
saw the light from miles away and as we hoped followed the light to our Drive-Through. The traffic flow had
some pros and cons-— it stretched out the scenes but there were a few hitches that need to be improved.
Since over 930 people came to see us, traffic got bottlenecked on Rt. 80 at times. We are already working on
several ideas to reduce that problem next year and we are thankful for the patience of our guests.

The thank-you list is huge. If it weren’t for all of you, our Drive-Through would not be possible. | cannot list
every name for fear of leaving someone out but let’s start with our extraordinary costume team... they outfit us
so beautifully every year and make us look the part! The Hood family brings our wonderful animals and deco-
rates our Marketplace... we so appreciate all the work that is involved in the many trips up and down the road
hauling cows, donkeys, goats, sheep, ducks and chickens. Thank you to the men and women that help set
up and take down -- we’d be a dark, empty parking lot without you -- a 2-day job filled with moving and lifting
set pieces, piling firewood, setting lights, and dragging cords.

From there, a big thank you to the cast -- singers, actors, townspeople -- you all were wonderful once again.
We are thrilled for the new people who joined in this year. The Bethlehem Tavern’s proprietress and staff
served yummy snacks and beverages to keep us going. There are so many people “behind the scenes”...
special people who make sure we can get into the church and keep a ton of cords in her office, all those who
donated lanterns, spotlights, fire pits and extension cords... and all the talented bakers who bake the delicious
cookies that each guest receives from our “cookie ladies” who send everyone home with a smile.

A most personal and heartfelt thank-you goes to my partner, Debbie McCracken -- her wonderful ideas and
touches added even more charm to this year’s event.

So mark December 1, 2012, on your calendar... you don’t want to miss being part of next year’s event... as
we invite our community to come to Bethlehem and celebrate the birth of our Lord!

Barb Noll

Pictured Above: Ethan Hood, Taylor Herschelman, Daniel Averill



January 1  Happy New Year! 9:30am Worship
Celebration -- no Sunday School; no
worship celebration at either 8:00 or 11:00 4

Jﬁwaw no Holy Grounds Café

_ January 2  Newsletter submission deadlinéor the
i i February edition
January 13 Movie Night, The Smurfs6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

January 18 Wednesday @ Montgomery activities resumewith dinner at 5:30pm
January19 Chi | dr ends Ce rior 201213rsehgoi ysdbagiastati 8@@am for current students
and their siblings

January 21 Me n 6 s B 1 7Z3damfinghe Fellowship Hall

January 23 Heritage Circle, 1:00pm in the Memorial Room

January25 Chi | dr en6s Ce rior 201213rsehqgoil yeabeagiastfar chitdren of MUMC
members and alumni families

January 28 Children's Center registration for new families, 9:00 to 11:00am

January 30 Women's Ministry, 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

February 5 Confirmation classes begin, 9:30am
February 6 Newsletter submission deadlinéor the March edition
February 10 Movie Night, Kung Fu Pandg6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall

February 14 Happy Valentine's Day!

February 18 Me n 6 s B r 73&amfinahe Fellowship Hall ' ‘

February 22 Ash Wednesday-- Worship, 7:00pm in the Sanctuary; no
Wednesday@ Montgomery activities

February 27 Heritage Circle, Agape Meal, 12:00 noon in the Memorial Roac

Women's Ministry, 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall
Y P P Ash Wednesday

Attention, Guys! Mends B

next Mends Breakfast i s Saturd
Fellowship Hall. Join us for some really good food and a great time of
fellowship!

Dress isextremelyc a s u al . Wedre wusually jdon
of time to get things done the rest of the day.

Hope to see you there!
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Old Self vs. New Self

As we start another New Year many begin with a sense of enthusiasm and passion for
doing something new or becoming something new (physically and/or spiritually). In other words, we
seek to take off our “old self” and put on our “new self”. But before too long the excitement of the
New Year wears off as the daily busyness and pressures of life take over our thoughts and actions.

The Bible talks about the daily discipline of taking off our "old self" and putting on our "new
self" in Christ. This is an ability that is critical to maintaining our freedom from sin. It is something
that we will be perfecting for the rest of our earthly lives. Paul wrote:

AYou were taught, with regard to your former way
corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the attitude of your minds; and to put on the
new self, created to be | i ke Go(HEphesians4:2224 r i ght ec

The old self must be taken off, because it is being corrupted by sinful desires and will lead
us back into a life of sin. Concurrently, we must put on the new self and be "made new in the
attitude" of our minds. Also, note that it is our responsibility to take off the old and put on the new,
while God renews us in the attitude of our minds.

Here are some suggestions on how to put off the old self:

Ask for help: Too often people try to resist temptations by sheer will-power. As Christians, we
have the source of ultimate power and assistance available to us: Jesus. He knows the
temptations we face (Hebrews 2:18) and will help us resist those temptations (Hebrews 4:
15-16).

Align yourself with Jesus: Become dead to sin and alive to God. A way to align with Jesus is to
recite key Bible verses about our condition. For example, Paul wrote, "In the same way,
count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus" (Romans 6:11).

Stop letting sin dictate your actions: This is where we follow-up our faith with action. Since we
believe ourselves dead to sin, we must no longer respond to its temptations. Paul wrote,
"clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the
desires of the sinful nature” (Romans 13:14). The key is to remove the obvious things that
could tempt us to fall back in sin. Solomon wrote, "A wise man fears the LORD and shuns
evil, but a fool is hotheaded and reckless" (Proverbs 14:16).

May your 2012 be a year filled with excitement and passion for your “new self”. So take off
your “old self” and put on your “new self” and experience a new sense of freedom in Christ Jesus.

Wade

BOOTIIITICC
PUREUNTIES

NEWS
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A Weekend Alive!
By Brandon Isaacs

We left for the Alive! youth conference in Ocean City, Maryland, on a Friday afternoon in November. After a
two and half hour drive, we stopped for dinner and went to the hotel to get settled. The hotel was really nice
the rooms were comfortable.

Once we were settled that evening, we went to a concert at the recreation center. There were speakers and
band called Leeland. They were a really good band and the music was really good for the entire weekend.

In addition to the conference, there were also a lot of other fun activities like dodge ball. At the conference,
we were able to go into certain rooms and meet the performers. There were many lectures and speeches al
God and Jesus. For a lot of kids it really got you thinking about a lot of thisgsut God, what you believe

in and what it means.

We all had an opportunity to meet new friends as well. Across from the hotel we also went to the pool and
everyone, even people we didnét know, wanted to

We had a great deal of fun when we went to the Boardwalk on Saturday. We were able to go shopping and
went to a pizza restaurant. The food there was really good and the pizza was huge. After lunch, we split up
into two groups: people that were going to shop and those that were going back to the hotel to relax. When
we were walking back toward the car, we were invited to join a football game by a group that was playing on
the beach. That was really enjoyable because we were included in their game. They made us feel like we
were part of the group and we made friends playing football.

That evening we went back to the recreation center for another concert and more activities. We did activities
every morning and every night. | thought that everything about the trip was really fun. The chaperones were
really good and all the activities were entertaining.

At the concert we made a promise to read the Bib
thinking about all of the things that

| had learned. | even searched Y
Tube for some of the bands and
performers because the music wé
really good.

After this trip, | truly felt Alive!

Middle School Youth at Alive in Ocean City | )
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NEWS from _=*
“ M c c Z/\: s r

Montgomery Methodist Children’s Center % =
Happy 2012 to all our MUMC family!! \

The New Year brings new units to study, new skills to learn, and new Bible stories and verses to learn. We
will talk about the virtue of acceptance and learn about how Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. taught us that God

loves each of us, regardless of the color of our skin. We will study hibernation and talk about why and how
different animals hibernate. We will also study winter weather and hope to have some real snow to play in!

And, we will learn about the Wise Men and their journey to meet the baby Jesus, as well as the stories of Jes
as he was growing up and beginning his ministry.

January also has us looking ahead to the -A(Bl&chool year as we begin the registration process. MMCC
will hold anOpen Hous®n Wednesday, January™iftom 6:30i 8:00pm and we invite anyone interested in
our school to join us. Preschool staff will be in attendance and all classrooms will be open.

Please pass the word on to all your friends and family who might be interested in joining our MMCC family!
Also, registration for current families and their siblings begins on Thursday, Jan{lay&00 am and

church member and alumni registration begins on Wednesday, Jantlaf§&8 of these registrations are
done oncomefirdt-6 ersgedo basis. New family registrat.i
Saturday, January #8rom 9:00i 11:00am.

You may obtain more information about registration by calling the preschool office-263e1884 or visit-
ing our website atvww.mmchildrenscenter.org

Blessing to all of you in 2012!!

Margaret Olsen



http://www.mmchildrenscenter.org/
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Confirmation Begins February 5th

All youth in 7" grade and above are eligible to become part of
the 2012 Confirmation class. Participants will attend classe&sunday
mornings from 9:30.0:30am beginning on February"&nd ending in
early May.

There will be no classes on Palm Sunday or on Easter (April 1st

and 8th). Students will be expected to attend all classes unless they are Conﬂrmduon

ill; participation in Confirmation needs to be a priority for the whole
family during these three months.

During the month of May, there will be several activities planned for the Confirmands. We are
exploring various community service options as well as a clasgriockhe dates for May activities have not
been set, but would not require more than one Friday night and Saturday morning. Dates will be provided
soon.

Also during May, each Confirmand will meet individually with Pastor Wade to discuss the meaning of
the Confirmation vows and to allow each one to ask him any questions he or she may have. These meeting
wi || be scheduled individually, to accommodate e

The Confirmation service will take place during 11:00am worship on Sunday, May27th. There will be
a celebration dinner for Confirmands and their parents on Saturday, May @®0pm in the Fellowship
Hall.

If you and your child agree that this is the right time for him or her to join the Confirmation Journey
and you have not already signed up, please pick up a registration form from Marti Seraphin, complete it, and
return it to the church office immediately.

If you have any questions, please contact Marti atZ8B4460 x107.

W@M (Wednesday at Montgomery) -- Winter Session Begins January 18
Plan to spend Wednesday evenings at church this winter, participating in our W@M activities!
The evening is designed for everyone, so plan to bring your whole family each week!

The W@ M schedule is:  5:30- 6:30pm Dinner

6:156:45pm Cherub/Children's Choir & Hand chimes
Children prekgrade 5 Chapel

6:30- 6:45pm Dinner clean up

6:15- 7:15pm Hand bell Choir rehearsal

6:457:45pm Classes & Clubs for children, youth and adults

7:15- 8:15pm Chancel Choir rehearsal
Choir Room

There will beNO W@M on Ash Wednesdalfebruary 22nd. The winter session will end on Wednesday,
March 14th, before spring sports begin.

We are still looking for any individuals or groups who would like to be responsible for planning, preparing,
and cleaning up after one of the Wednesday night
in the church office at 362534460.
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“Come To Bet hl-Ehhoagh” Dr i ve

Hannah Hood in the Marketplace

Left to right: Greg Totsline, Steve Zebroski, Ron Averill

L

I to r Carolers: Frank Matchner. Gabrielle Lee, Susan Martin, War-
ren Pfeiffer,, Diane Novinsky, Dot Probert Joyce Rhodes
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